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the rale of mortality and survivorship \  or (2) the

aloue,  or with reference only to the ages  at which the

deaths have taken place.    The former is the more correct,,

and the more generally applicable \ the latter is applicable,,

If the  population  is  stationary   (the   births   and   deaths

equal), and when no disturbing migration has occurred for

a century.    The H. M.  (healthy males)  H.   P.   (healthy

females)  tables of   the Institute of  Actuaries  of   Great

Britain is another table in use.    There are other forms of

Life Tables in use but they are all based on the same

principle.    The expectation of life being known, the next

matter to settle is, whether the applicant is healthy or

otherwise.    That an inquiry may be made into this point,,

it is necessary that the applicant gives the names of the

various medical men who have attended him at different

times, and that he should answer a list of questions sent

him by the Insurance Company, and lastly, that he submit

himself for examination by a qualified medical practitioner,

who is usually appointed by the Company.    This leads us

to the subject of The Medical Examination.

Medical Exam-        The method of investigating the condition of health of
nation,             candidates for life insurance is identical with that pursued

in diagnosing a case of illness, but as there are certain
diseases, tendencies, and peculiarities of constitution which
tend to decrease the duration of life, the physician's ex-
amination comprehends an inquiry into these special states.
But Insurance Companies now require more than an accurate
investigation of the physical condition, and of the family
and personal history of applicants; for, having obtained
these data, a great deal depends on their correct interpre-
tation, which must be left, to a considerable extent, to the
judgment of the examining physician. This is often a matter
requiring much deliberation and refinement of judgment.

The following practical remarks may therefore not be
out of place : Dr. Symes Thompson in his lectures at
the Gresham College said, " It is not a very easy matter
to decide by simply one personal visit and examination,
whether a person is likely to live ten, twenty, or fifty years,